Even before the initial public offering of shares (IPO), Alibaba was taking in money beyond the wildest dreams of the thieves in the eponymous Arabian Nights tale: US$5.5 billion a year in revenue generated by a diverse range of popular services. There is the original English-language website Alibaba.com, which helps Chinese companies sell their wares to international markets; Taobao.com, an online marketplace where individuals can buy and sell, similar to eBay; and Tmall.com, an online store like Amazon. These three services dominate ecommerce in China.
Alibaba also controls Alipay, the biggest online payments firm in China -Paypal, the international leader, is a minor player in China, used mostly by the international customers of Chinese companies. Alibaba owns a large stake in Kuaidi 快递, the second of two dominant smart phone apps for hailing a cab. (Alibaba's rival Tencent, which also owns WeChat, owns more than twenty percent of Didi Dache, mentioned above.) In 2013, Alibaba became the first Chinese Internet company to launch an online wealth management product 理财产品, Yu'ebao 余额宝, which allows people to invest small amounts of money into a fund offering returns of around five percent, more than double the interest rates typically offered by Chinese banks. As of July 2014, Yu'ebao had around 500 billion yuan under management, most of it from individual investors. 
BATs on the Wing
All three BAT companies plan to invest abroad. Baidu has opened a 'deep learning' (artificial intelligence) lab in Silicon Valley, and hired Andrew Ng, a former Google staffer and leading researcher in artificial intelligence as its chief scientist. The company already operates a search engine in Japan (though it has yet to become a major player there) and has plans for Thai-and Arabic-language search sites, already being tested by small groups of users in Thailand and Egypt. As for Alibaba, it perhaps remains the most ambitious of the BATs. Its founder Jack Ma wrote in a letter to investors that was released with the company's prospectus:
In the past decade, we measured ourselves by how much we changed China. In the future, we will be judged by how much progress we bring to the world.
Internet Investors and Users: Different Destinies
Not only are the BAT companies globalised in a way that is unique among Chinese industries, but the Internet is the only sector of the economy in 
Sovereignty and Cyberspace
In a report published on 27 Feb- Although it is relatively easy to 'jump over the Great Firewall' 翻墙 by using such technologies as a virtual private network, the vast majority of China's hyperactive Internet users do not use them. 
A Destiny Unshared
Internet sovereignty gives the Chinese state the legal language with which to justify any of its digital policies, including censorship of its domestic Internet. If China is free to set its own cyber laws and policies, others have no right to criticise it for censoring websites, journalists or bloggers. The government, which has steadily tightened restrictions on digital expression over the last two years, can claim it is legally justified in doing so.
Internet sovereignty also justifies the blocking of international sites.
In fact, much of the discussion of Internet sovereignty in the People's Daily focuses on international, cross-border flows of information, the gist being that every country should be able to control these flows like they do for other goods and services (see Information Window 'Major Global Websites Blocked in China', p.117).
Foreign firms are already prohibited from operating Software as a Service, whereby a company rents software stored on a remote server, in the cloud, to clients rather than selling a software package that is installed on the customers' own computers. Although it is not stated explicitly, Internet sovereignty also excuses increased hostility towards and other lim- The question remains of how the vision of Jack Ma, China's richest man, of a Chinese company changing the online world can coexist with the dreams of Xi Jinping, China's most powerful man, whose Internet concerns seem focused on the grim, brute work of security and stability maintenance. For how much longer will we be able to talk about the Internet in the singular, without having to specify a national identity?
